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The Days of European Film festival has announced its winners and is headed
for the regions

Prague, 9 April 2024 - The award ceremony of the Days of European Film (DEF) international
festival was held today in Prague's Pritomnost cinema. The main award for BEST FILM DEBUT
went to the Hungarian director Katalin Moldovai for her drama Without Air, which follows the
story of a literature teacher who recommends a story to her students about the relationship
between the poets Arthur Rimbaud and Paul Verlaine, only to be accused by their parents of
homosexual propaganda. The BEST MUSIC FILM award went to the director Mikel Cee Karlsson
for A Tiger in Paradise, an original portrait of the indie folk singer José Gonzalez which blurs the
lines between fiction and documentary.

The main part of the 31+ edition of the Days of European Film took place from 4 to 9 April in Prague,
Brno and Ostrava. The programme featured thirty recent, critically acclaimed films of various
genres including live-action, documentary and animated films. From 10 to 14 April, it's up to the
viewers in cinemas in Boskovice (Panorama), Cerveny Kostelec (Kino Lunik), Havifov (Kino
Centrum), Hradec Kralové (Bio Centra), Jablonec nad Nisou (Kino Junior), Sumperk (Kino Oko),
Vrchlabi (Kino Strelnice), Vyskov (Kino Sokolsky diim), and Znojmo (Kino Svét) to enjoy the
festival's selection of films from various parts of Europe. All films are screened with both Czech
and English subtitles.

More information is available at www.eurofilmfest.cz.

Jury members of the main competition section featuring debuts were Ester Geislerova, an actress
and curator of the project Therapy of Sharing, Ivo Andrle, the CEO and co-owner of the arthouse
distributor Aerofilms and also both co-owner and operator of the cinemas Aero, Svétozor, Oko and
Bio Central, and producer Jakub Jira. The European Debut of the Year competition category
featured six films. “Although the director doesn't use big, flashy gestures and focuses mainly on the
specific situation of the conflict between a popular teacher and her students’ parents, she manages
to fully draw the viewer into the graduating drama. The film is set in the current social situation of a
Central European country, but the moral level of the story remains universal and timeless," says jury
member Ivo Andrle about Katalin Moldovai's winning film Without Air. The film’s main actress
Agnes Krasznahorkai was in Prague to accept the award.

DEF’s competition section Film & Music highlights the power of two artistic disciplines and their
ability to speak to human emotions and passions around the world. Jury members — the Finnish
director and screenwriter, and winner of last year's DEF competition, Einari Paakkanen, musician
David Zbirka, and Slovak singer and actress Alzbeta Ferencova, known as Zea — decided to select
A Tiger in Paradise as the winner of the BEST MUSIC FILM award. “A Tiger in Paradise takes a more
poetic and at times surreal approach to the genre of music documentary. Director Mikel Cee
Karlsson's bold and unique film provides an insight into the artist’s mental state rather than a factual
timeline of his career, and this unusual approach won the jury's vote,” says David Zbirka on behalf of
the jury about the winning film.

From 4 to 9 April DEF's festival films attracted viewers to cinemas in Prague, Brno and Ostrava.
The programme, which featured most of the films in their Czech premiere, is divided into five
thematic sections: the First Time competition section presents powerful debuts, the second
competition section, Film & Music, offers a diverse selection of films in which music takes centre
stage, and the Panorama section presents films by seasoned filmmakers. This year’s Tribute
section was dedicated to the work of director and screenwriter Jessica Hausner, including her
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most recent film Club Zero. The Living Planet section is traditionally focused on ecology and
nature. This year’s festival offered yet again a rich accompanying programme including various
Q&As, screenings for seniors, seminars for film professionals, and animation workshops for
children.

Winning films' trailers:
Without Air - https://youtu.be/qgifOrZyMYrM?si=Guun2Hd30BTz329¢
A Tiger in Paradise - https://youtu.be/pSPZXUP_GZs?si=DSfZkpudanKx59g

Links:

Web: www.dnyevropskehofilmu.cz

Facebook: www.facebook.com/DnyEvropskehoFilmu/

Instagram: www.instagram.com/dnyevropskehofilmu/

YouTube: www.youtube.com/@dnyevropskehofilmudaysofeu8359/featured

DEF IS HELD UNDER THE AUSPICES OF:

MARTIN BAXA, MINISTER OF CULTURE OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC; MONIKA LADMANOVA, HEAD
OF THE REPRESENTATION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC;
MARKETA VANKOVA, MAYOR OF BRNO; JAN DOHNAL, MAYOR OF OSTRAVA; JIRI POSPISIL,
DEPUTY MAYOR FOR CULTURE, TOURISM AND HERITAGE PRESERVATION; TEREZIE
RADOMERSKA, MAYOR OF PRAGUE 1

WITH THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF:

EMBASSIES AND CULTURAL INSTITUTES OF EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF
THE CZECH REPUBLIC, CZECH FILM FUND, REPRESENTATION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC, MORAVIAN-SILESIAN REGION, SOUTH MORAVIAN REGION, EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT LIAISON OFFICE, CITY OF PRAGUE, CITY OF BRNO, CITY OF OSTRAVA, MUNICIPAL
DISTRICT PRAGUE 1, CREATIVE EUROPE MEDIA DESK

MAIN MEDIA PARTNER:

RADIO 1

MEDIA PARTNERS: CSFD.CZ, PROTISEDI.CZ, EXPATS.CZ, OSTRAVAN.CZ, INFORMUJI.CZ, VESMIR
PARTNERS: EMBLEM HOTEL PRAGUE AND NEWTON MEDIA

PRODUCTION: EUROFILMFEST S.R.O.
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